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Present: 

Ben Streckeisen (Chair) Megan Cracknell 

Jason Letchford Patricio Aylwin 

Leslie Scholfield Simon Dodshon 

Megan Sadler Rainer Noack 

Amanda Leahy Kirrily Brown 

Jude Furniss Brad Down 

Tamara Muggridge (Minute taker)  

 

In Attendance: MVPS Principal, Vice Principal and Teaching Staff 

Philippa Becker  Alex Miles 

 

Meeting Started:  7.10pm 

 

 

1. President’s Welcome 

 

Ben thanked those for attending. 

 

 

2.  Apologies  

 

Jodie Streckeisen, Greg Heesom, Clare Jolly and Katie Campbell. 

 

 

3. Previous Minutes 

 

Motioned to approve by Amanda Leahy and seconded by Simon Dodshon. 

 

 

4. Business Arising  

 

No business arising.   

 

 

5.   President’s Report 

 

A grant submission had been made to the NSW Community Building Partnership programme for the upgrades 

needed in the canteen.  Thanks was made to Simon Dodshon for getting the required quotes.  Success of 

submission would be known in October/November 2018 and if grant was received, money would arrive in 

March 2019.    

 

School fence had been well received other than one comment received by the P&C about handballs being easier 

to fall through the new fence.  There was now a meeting imminently due to discuss planting around the new 

fence.     

 

James Griffin (MP member for Manly) had formally opened the new MVPS sensory garden.  A cooperative 

working relationship had been formed with James and MVPS and there were ambitions for the P&C to work 

with James on future community building programmes.   

 

 

6.  Principal’s Report 
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Philippa thanked the P&C and notably Leslie Scholfield for the staff lunch held last week.  Philippa said these 

lunches increased staff morale immeasurably and the cards and flowers were fantastic.   

 

Philippa thanked the Band Committee for the success of the recent Band Camp.  The children had given positive 

feedback of their Camp experience, many for whom, it had been their first time staying away from home.  

Philippa said the coordination of the event had been much improved. 

 

Philippa confirmed teachers were currently writing up end of term reports which would be handed out in the last 

week of Term 2.   

 

A Grandparents Day was being arranged for the last day of Term 2 (6 July) and further details would be 

provided in the School Newsletter shortly.     

 

The school was currently focusing on improving student writing.  Alex Miles presented the overall findings of a 

recent survey given to parents/caregivers to get their perceptions and attitudes towards writing.  141 

parents/caregivers had responded to the four minute survey.   

 

Alex said students had demonstrated weakness with punctuation and grammar.  There was a need for students to 

learn to review and edit their writing.   She suggested parents/caregivers find an authentic reason for students to 

practice writing at home e.g. shopping lists and postcards.    

 

The school was focusing on three different types of writing from Kindy to Year 6.  These areas are Informative, 

Persuasive and Imaginative writing.  

 

Alex said that in addition to the recent Forum held on Report Writing, there would be further Forums for 

parents/caregivers in the future covering pertinent topics such as helping students to be Resilient.  

 

 

7.  Correspondence  

 

Ben reported a couple of emails had been sent to the P&C about fundraising initiatives.  An offer had been made 

to make Holiday Camp prizes available to students at the School Disco on Friday.  It was agreed this offer 

would be declined until further enquiries had been made about what the holiday camps were about.   

 

 

8.   Committee Reports 

 

8.1 Treasurer’s Report 

 

Jason Letchford confirmed the P&C bank account was currently holding $118,000.  The P&C had already 

committed to spending $10,000 on basketball courts, $10,000 on technology, $10,000 on fencing gardening, 

$20,000 on Teaching Officers and $10,000 on flexible learning.    

   

 

8.2 Canteen report  
 

Provided via a telephone call from Jake Krausmann to Ben and presented by Ben:   

 

A motion was requested to the P&C for funding up to $25,000, comprising of a ventilation solution 

costing up to $17,000 and an exhaust fan over the oven and dishwasher costing up to $8,000.   

 

The Canteen wanted to get the work done during the next school holidays in July.   

 

Ben tabled this motion to the P&C.  

Jason seconded the motion. 

All those present unanimously agreed with the motion.   
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The P&C wanted to include canteen staff in the next Staff Appreciation Lunch.  Leslie said she and Jodie 

Streckeisen had been working on ideas on how to achieve this.   

   

 

8.3 Uniform Report 

 

Amanda gained confirmation from Philippa and her acceptance that a photographer would now not be taking 

photos of the school/sports uniforms until Term 3.   

 

Amanda had ordered Primary School Sporting Association (PSSA) socks, larger sizes of school uniform and 

more hats (with cord ties not elastic).     

 

Amanda asked for a better system for PSSA uniform to be distributed and collected.  The P&C agreed 

volunteers should be sought in the School Newsletter to handle PSSA uniform distribution at the beginning of 

year and return at end of year.     

 

Amanda gained confirmation from Ben that uniforms should be reviewed every three years. 

 

Amanda confirmed the school newsletter would be used to ask for uniform shop volunteers and committee 

members.  Kate Schlipalius had already shown interest in joining the committee. 

 

Amanda received confirmation that the Manly Village Facebook page is a community site and is not 

administered by the school.  Amanda was encouraged by the P&C to use the Facebook site to reach 

parents/caregivers with uniform information. 

 

 

8.4 Social Committee  

  

Provided via email from Tennelle Coddington and presented by Ben:   

 

“- Kindy parent social a success - 61 attended. Planning a combined years 1 & 2 in Spring 

- Disco Friday 22 June - theme ‘Favourite Character’ 160 tickets sold so far 

- Catering at events in school grounds - Lori/canteen needs to be included/consulted in all planning with regard 

to this by the executive team before fundraising/social committees proceed.”  

 

 

8.5 Year 2 Fundraising 

 

Provided via email from Leanne Bradley and presented by Ben:    

 

“- first event held today - Lunch box inspiration - had 19 attend and raised $650 - $405 through Flexi school and 

remainder this morning which we will arrange to deposit in bank account this week 

- next event - Sausage sizzle and face paint for disco this Friday 

- We will then concentrate on the big events for the year which include movie night in Term 3, Colour run in 

term 4 and a parent night event and tea towels for each year for end of year 

- We have decided we will only do the end of year markets so we can concentrate on other 3 events that plan to 

make the bulk of the money to be raised 

- we would also appreciate some guidance on who we need to coordinate with for the main events in relation to 

risk assessments and the process for ordering food for events and obtaining relevant permissions  

- a manual from the P&C on main contacts for future fund raising committees would be extremely useful 

containing contacts and any relevant procedures to help with planning eg: who to talk to for permission to run 

events, how to complete risk assessment, how to set up Flexi schools, process for communications with school 

office, principal and parents etc. This will help with planning and organising.” 

 

It was agreed the P&C meetings are the best resource to use to get questions answered on fundraising.   
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Patricio Aylwin was invited by Ben to present his findings on air conditioning and solar power solutions to the 

school.  Patricio had got ball park quotes of $65,000 to install solar power into the school which would benefit 

the Department of Educations’ utilities bill as well as the environment. 

   

MVPS would not qualify under the Cool Schools initiative because Manly’s average temperature in January is 

not hot enough.  To install air conditioning throughout the school would cost around $250,000.  Due to high 

cost, it may be prudent to install air conditioning in phases.    

 

The P&C discussed the possibility of submitting another grant request with the Community Building 

Partnership which MVPS would be eligible to do in eleven months’ time and/or the SUEZ Community Grant.  

 

If air conditioning was installed in phases, it was suggested the 3rd floor of the school be covered first as it gets 

hottest there.   

 

 

8.6 Grounds  

 

Provided via email from Claire Jolly and presented by Ben:   

 

“1) new garden has been officially opened.  

 

2) few items being discussed internally regards the plants/pump and creek bed 

 

3) garden around new fence to be discussed once the fence is complete and we can see what we have to work 

with.” 

 

Megan Sadler confirmed she and Megan Cracknell were to discuss the fence planting with Claire.   

 

Jude Furniss confirmed Healthy Gardens had started to provide up to five visits to the new sensory garden to 

provide free advice on plants and their best placement with protection. 

 

 

8.7 Environmental  

 

Presented by Jude Furniss: 

 

 School Urban Food Garden – plans for its design & construction are underway as well as fundraising 

for it. 

 

An Urban Food Garden is proposed to be located on the Wentworth St of the playground to include - raised 

garden beds, a wooden casing for the existing recycling bin bank that will act as a wall for a vertical herb 

garden, a worm farm, greenhouse & composting system.  

An application has been submitted for a NSW Environmental Trust Eco Schools Grant $3,500 and fundraising 

events such as a school market event and Bunnings sausage sizzle fundraiser on 1 Oct are planned. 

 

Timeline - Plans & Design finalised in Term 4 and construction scheduled for Term 1, 2019 

  

 Sustainability Strategy for 2018/2019 - will be presented at the next meeting.  

  

 Ocean Conservation Education – Environmental Group Take 3 for the Sea presented at the 3-6 

assembly last month and the Ocean Action Pod  from the Total Environment Centre is booked free of charge 

for 7 August for Years K-2 to experience to raise awareness about the growing crisis of ocean plastic pollution. 

 

The Ocean Action Pod is a mobile multimedia interactive trailer that visits communities in NSW (similar to 

Healthy Harold) 
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 Citizen Blue Return & Earn Scheme – an application has been submitted for the school to participate 

in the Return & Earn bottle scheme through the Citizen Blue organisation. The school would be a designated 

collection station on weekends for the community to recycle drink bottles & cans and receive a  rebate for the 

bottles collected. 

  

 MVPS School Markets –table for discussion for our monthly school markets to operate in the future 

as plastic free events ie stallholders no longer issue single use plastic items.  

As you are probably aware there is a lot of media attention at present around the devastating impacts of plastic 

pollution. 

 

More and more local businesses are engaging in sustainable practices, the Northern Beaches Council are 

enforcing all public events to be plastic free and from 1 July the major supermarkets will no longer supply free 

plastic shopping bags. In support of our school also encouraging a waste free philosophy with students, we 

request that our monthly school markets move to operate as plastic free events. 

Suggestions for the transition 

Identify the stallholders that are the highest users of single use plastic – eg food & beverage, clothing 

Agree on a suitable notice period for stallholders to phase out single use plastic items. 

Communicate the new guidelines and timeline with stallholders (Green team can provide) 

A positive marketing tool for school markets particularly one held in a seaside community 

Engage the student sustainability team to create fun signage for MVPS plastic free markets 

The Boomerang Bags Manly initiative could supply bag boxes near each of the school entrances on market days 

for people to donate/borrow reusable bags. 

 

Simon Dodshon confirmed he had already been and would continue to work with market stall holders to help 

them go plastic free.  Many stall holders was already in the process of phasing out their plastic use.  Simon 

requested Jude’s advice outside of the meeting to learn more about what products could be used in place of 

plastic. 

 

Jude confirmed 49,000 Coles Sports Vouchers had been submitted for MVPS.  Luke Richmond and Mrs Martin 

had until 1 July 2018 to place their online order for sports equipment.  Sports equipment would then be 

delivered by 15 October 2018.   

 

 

8.8 Markets 

 

Provided by Simon Dobson.  

 

New school fence had not received any negative comments from stall holders.  Most stall holders from last 

Saturday have already rebooked for July.  Simon will re-address the plastic issue raised in this meeting by Jude. 

 

 

8.9 Band Report  

 

Provided by Kirilly:   

 

73 children had attended the recent Band Camp. 

 

Parents had met the new conductors. 

 

All band costs had been paid for except teachers needed to invoice the band.  Finances had been well overseen 

by Kirstin.  

  

Greg was in discussion with a Year 2 parent with his succession planning.  Kirilly hoped to report back further 

on this matter in the next P&C meeting.   

 

The Band needed a four draw lockable filing cabinet.  Megan Sadler said Manly Library may be able to assist 

and she would investigate.   
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Jason advised the Band Committee to now spend any unspent funds on equipment they think most appropriate.   

 

 

8.10 Class Parent Representative 

 

Provided via email from Jodie Streckeisen presented by Ben:   

 “I went to a meeting with Thea & Grace Calderon about photos for Sea Murmurs – Brad and Jodie 

understand the process for this year  

 School events that involve food – need a process  to be set up as there are sometimes so many people 

involved it gets hard to know what is happening (Tennelle can explain more) 

 Lost Property culled in week 5 but already back to large amount, will be culled again last day of term.  

 Sand pit children are using Lori’s serving plates and lost property to play in that area – Lori’s 

tupperware seems to be disappearing. Should some proper sand toys be bought? 

 Parents comments to me – new fence looks great but worried about hand balls on office fence line 

going on the road 

 Disco volunteers sorted for Friday” 

 

8.11 School Magazine  

 

Brad Down confirmed he was gathering content for Sea Murmurs which he would finish compiling in Term 4.  

Based on last year, it would take $9,000 to get Sea Murmurs printed.  The P&C discussed the possibility of 

charged $5 per family for Sea Murmurs, increasing pertinent advertising content and only printing on demand.   

 

Brad confirmed due to ever increasing privacy laws, parents were being discouraged from taking photos of 

school children and rather allowing only teachers to take photos.  

 

 

8.12 District P&C 

 

Nothing to report 

 

 

9.   Any Other Business 

 

Ben invited anyone interested to contact him should they like to attend the next District P&C meeting.   

 

Ben confirmed Balgowlah Boys P&C had made contact to discuss fundraising activities.   

 

Leslie confirmed she had recently represented MVPS’ P&C at a function at Parliament House and had enjoyed 

the experience and had a positive opportunity to network.   

 

 

10.   Carry Forward Agenda Items 

 

Life membership nominations need to be discussed. 

 

 

 

Meeting Finished:  9:15pm 

 

Next Meeting:   13 August 2018 (no meeting in July because it is school holidays). 


